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From drag queen

to prom queen

Liam Mills, also known as his drag queen persona, Raya Sunshine, takes a selfie while traveling to the Oyster River prom

on Saturday where Raya was crowned prom queen, winning by a ballot vote of fellow students. [LIAM MILLS/COURTESY]

Dream comes true for Liam ‘Raya Sunshine’ Mills

By Deb Cram
deram@seacoastonline.com

HAMPTON — Proms are
meant to be special, but for one
Oyster River High School senior
Friday night's affair proved to be
the experience of a lifetime.

In April we spoke to Liam
Mills about the upcoming prom
planned at Ashworth by the Sea.
The night would be different for
Liam than for most of the stu-
dents attending.

Liam Mills came out when he
was 12. His mom, Tracy, knew
he was gay when he was 3. Now,
many years later and near the
end of his high school years,
the local sometimes drag queen
planned to go to the Oyster River
High School prom in drag with
the hope of having an experi-
ence he’s always dreamed of
— that his drag queen persona,
“Raya Sunshine,” would be
named gueen of the prom.On

prom-goers cast their ballots
for "Raya Sunshine," as Liam is
known on stage.

Liam, 18, said when we talked
in April that he planned to ask
his classmates to vote for him
for either prom king or queen,
and it didn't matter to him which
way he might win the crown.“It
would honestly be like the best
thing that could happen,” he said
at the time. “Like, I’m going to
be happy either way because I
know, like, I am the queen, like
in general. Be who you want to
be. That’s a very simple thing but
it’s very true.”

On Monday, we caught up with
Liam and his mom.

I think that the students at
Oyster River High School made
a bold statement on Saturday
night," said Tracy. "She is
incredibly brave to do what she
did. It could’ve gone in a com-
pletely opposite direction and

Liam Mills, also known as Raya
Sunshine, was crowned Oyster
River prom queen Saturday night.
Raya is shown here with best friend
Lexy Steele, who also attended the
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HIGH SCHOOLS

By Nick Frazier

rennen Oxford's coaches knew right away
that they had a special talent on their
hands.

USA Mavericks coach Dave Hoyt re-
alized it when Ozxford began playing for
his club teams as a 13-year-old. Hoyt would routinely
play Oxford with the older guys due to his incredible
instinets on the mound.

“He sees the field, he sees the play, he understands
hitters and their approach,” Hoyt said. “He gets all of
that, and he showed glimpses of it at a very early age.”

Oyster River High School coach Craig Walfield be-
came aware of it when Oxford joined the Durham, N.H,,
school’s program three years ago. Walheld had good
depth on his team at the time, so he made sure to ease
Oxford into the games.

Hoyt and Walfield were some of the first people to rec-
ognize Oxford’s talent. Almost everyone else took note
of it last season, when the 6-foot-2, 180-pound southpaw
threw four consecutive no-hitters for the Bobeats. Oxford
threw 30% hitless innings, fanning 486 in that span.

Presented by CoeodBSpoy

Oyster River’s Oxford
preps for Wake stint

M Southpaw will take all-around
skill set to ACC after finishing

Granite State scholastic career

“He was definitely in a zone. You could tell he was
in a special place,” Walfield said regarding the streak.
“Really nobody wanted to mess with that”

Once Oxford pitched back-to-back no-hitters, the
stands began to fill up with students, faculty, scouts and
national media members, But the lefty had no problem
staying focused on the hill.

“I smile and have fun at school, and when baseball
comes around I flip it and get more serious,” Oxford
said. “It helped when more pecple started showing up
because it put an emphasis on how important it was for
me to fip the switch and become mare focused.”

Walfield says the most impressive thing about Ox-
ford is that ability to go from a fun-loving 18-year-old
kid to “an absolute monster.”

“He walks across those lines, and he flips the switch,”
Walfield said. “When it's time to get serious, he gets se-
rious and he goes after it

Now entering his senior season, the 2017 Gatorade
New Hampshire Baseball Player of the Year is ready to
prove that he's more than a phenomenal pitcher, Re-
sides finishing last season 5-1 with a 0,16 ERA, Oxford
batted .487 and stole 14 bases, leading Oyster River to
an 11-5 record.,

“(Brennen’s) got all the tools,” said Walfield, who
tends to play Oxford at first base when he’s not pitch-
ing to protect his arm. “There’s not a position on the
baseball field that the young man can't play. He can do
just about anything he wanted to do.”

It was his skills in the outfield that earned him an of-
fer from a Division 1 collegiate program. Hoyt, who once
played for the St. Louis Cardinals and Minnesota Twins
organizations, reached out to the Wale Forest stafl two
years ago to rave about the then-sophomore. Oxford
toured multiple schools in the Northeast, but he com-
mitted scon after visiting the Demon Deacons’ campus.

“Wake Forest was the right fit for him because he
would have been lost anywhere else,” Hoyt said. “They
promised his family that they were going to take care
of him off the field, and he asked all of the right ques-
tions.”

A prospect as athletically gifted as Oxford might
thrive as an outfielder at the collegiate level, The ques-
tion now is whether he is most valuable in the field or
on the mound. The good news is that Oxford loves the
game and is willing to play whatever position gets him
game time.

“I definitely want to keep the pitching door open,
just in case that's (how) I can get onto the field and stay
there,” Oxford said, “] chose Wake Forest because when
I went there on my visit, they were totally open to me
playing both.”

Oxford said his main goal is to make it to the ma-
jors. He might get that chance scmeday, as some MLB
scouts already have taken notice of him and have

reached out to Hoyt about the possibility of Oxford
skipping college for the pros,

“If it's worth it finaneially, then I would definitely
consider it," Oxford said. "The end goal Is to play pro-
fessional baseball and make it to the major leagues,”

“Sometimes the best education is the University of
Major League Baseball,” added Hoyt, who is no strang-
er to these difficult situations, “It has to be right for you
and the family, He'll make that decision, but it’s got to
be right.”

Needless to say, a lot is going to change for Oxford
after his high school senior season, It's anyone’s guess
as to what position he'll predominantly pley, or whether
he'll be at Wake Forest or with a minor league team.

The one thing we know for sure is that Oxford will
continue to excel, thanks to a unique blend of natural
instinets and athleticism,

“Baseball seems to like him because of his length, and
he's going to get stronger, but his instincts are his best as-
sets,” Hoyt said. “Those are the type of guys that are going
to do great things at a very high level, and maybe ever
take it one step further and play in the big leagues”

E2 anikiraz1a feedback@baseballjournal .com
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Tuesday, May 22, 2018
Media Contact: John Guilfoil

Phone: 617-993-0003
Email: john@jgpr.net

1:1 Initiative Puts Laptops in Hands of
Every Oyster River Middle School Student
Starting in September
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Left to right: Oyster River's Sara O’'Brien, Sunpreet Sadana, Nicholas Bellows, Nikola

Viens, Janet Martel and Joshua Olstad recently presented on the merits of a 1:1 laptop

initiative to the Oyster River School Board, which approved the assignment of a laptop
for every Middle School student starting in the fall. (Courtesy Photo)



DURHAM -- It's with great excitement that Oyster River Middle School Principal Jay
Richard and Technology Instructor Nikola Viens share news that the ORCSD School
Board recently gave approval and support for all Oyster River Middle School students
to each be provided a laptop in the upcoming 2018-2019 school year.

Under a technology initiative beginning this fall, all students will have access to their
own school issued laptop. The philosophy behind the initiative is known as the One-to-
One (or 1:1) educational technology model and differs from the district's current model
in which students are using a shared cart model for every team of four classrooms.

A group of ORMS teachers presented, on behalf of the middle school technology
committee, a proposal for the technology initiative to the school board during the May 2
meeting. The presentation included a brief overview of the One-to-One initiative as well
as examples of neighboring districts who have already implemented or are moving
toward implementing a similar model in their schools. Each presenting teacher
explained ways that a One-to-One technology initiative would satisfy a current need for
more devices in the classroom due to an increased demand each year.

“Education and the potential it can reach did not exist as it does now thanks to a lot of
the technology advances that have occurred in our society and definitely within public
schools. If there is one thing our district does well, and any district can always do
better, it's push kids to their potential,” said ORMS fifth grade teacher Sunpreet
Sadana. “The 1:1 initiative eliminates a lot of roadblocks to learning and allows
educators and kids to enhance their learning and instruction and push kids to that
potential.”

Equal access to technology has been emphasized during many recent board meeting
discussions, along with ensuring that all students had the same access to instruction
despite their individual needs and abilities. The best way to do that is to ensure that
every student is using the same type of technology device in the classroom. Having a
single type of device available to all students at ORMS ensures continuity across
classrooms and grades at the same time it gives teachers the tools and flexibility they
need to offer each student the highest level of instruction.



Fifth grade teacher Sara O’'Brien explained how increased technology would affect her
classroom when presenting to the board:

“All classrooms will look differently with increased technology," she said. "When |
imagine my classroom with more technology it would not mean more students are
behind a screen five days a week, all day. It would mean integrating computers into
portions of my lessons instead of having to use them the whole block that | have them.
It would mean | would have time to teach my students about how to use a computer,
not just ask them to complete assignments."

The laptop initiative also aligns with the new competency-based approach the Middle
School has adopted this school year.

"Competency-based education stresses the mastery of the skills needed for the 21st
century and the philosophy embraces the idea that content is ever evolving and
changing," said seventh grade teacher Janet Martel. "At Oyster River, the teachers use
new and emerging technologies to teach these skills."

Information technology staff, ORMS administrators and members of the District
Technology Committee will work diligently over the next four months to work out the
details of this roll out.

Principal Richard expressed his enthusiasm about the initiative and the positive impact
it will have on our teachers and students.

"We have seen published, empirical evidence that 1:1 laptop initiatives improve student
performance and increase test scores," Principal Richard said. "Putting a laptop in the
hands of every student at Oyster River Middle School creates a level playing field and
further reduces learning gaps for our students, resulting in improved student growth
and development from the onset. | am very excited to implement this program, and |
want to express my gratitude to our school board and technology staff for bringing the
1:1 initiative to fruition."



Studies show that 1:1 laptop initiatives reduce learning gaps, improve student

development and result in higher performances on standardized tests. Above, Oyster
River fifth graders use technology in a classroom recently. (Courtesy Photo)
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Oyster River Middle School Advisory
Committee Finalizing Facility Study

DURHAM -- Superintendent James Morse reports that members of an advisory
committee are finalizing a study of Oyster River Middle School to determine the future
of the 83-year-old building.

The middle school, which opened in 1935, is in need of repairs and renovations. In
September 2017, Superintendent Morse formed the advisory committee to research



and create a short list of options that could be presented to the School Board for review
by the end of the 2017-18 school year.

The committee is made up of elected town leaders from Durham, Lee and Madbury, an
architect, an engineer, a land developer, community members from all three towns and
administrative support staff.

"Committee members have been working tirelessly to determine the best options for
the middle school building, which has served the district well for many years,"
Superintendent Morse said. "This must be done methodically so that we can find the
right solution for our students and community."

Over the last seven months, the committee has reviewed 13 options and is in the
process of narrowing down next steps for the district.

« Renovate the building for the fourth time. The current middle school was last
renovated in 1996 and also underwent renovations in 1954 and 1979. The
question before the committee is whether it makes educational and financial
sense to renovate the building again.

» Build new on the current site. The current building has a roof area equivalent to
three football fields. If a new building were to be built, it is feasible to do so with a
far smaller footprint -- as little as one football field.

» Build new on a new site. The current site is 11.5 acres. If the district were to
choose a new site there is potential for a much larger lot that provides more
space for fields and less traffic congestion. A new site also comes with costly
site development costs, which could be offset by the sale of the current middle
school.

« Add a new middle school wing to the existing high school. The current middle
school would be closed and the property sold.

« Build a grades six through eight middle school and send grade five back to the
elementary schools. This option would require construction at all three schools.

» Build a seventh and eighth grade middle school and renovate elementary
schools to accommodate kindergarten through sixth grade. This option would
require construction at all three schools.



» Add grades five to eight to each elementary school resulting in Mast Way and
Moharimet kindergarten through eighth grade schools. This option would require
construction at both elementary schools.

« Tear down portions of the existing school and replace it with new construction.
This option would require temporarily relocating middle school students while
construction is ongoing.

» Build a middle school for grades sixth through eight on a new location and
expand elementary schools to grades kindergarten through fifth. This option
would require construction at all three schools.

« Change the elementary schools so one is grades kindergarten through fourth
and the other is grades five through eight. This option would require construction
at both elementary schoals.

» Build a new facility for grades kindergarten through eighth grade on a different
site and sell the current OR middle school, Mast Way and Moharimet schools.
This option would result in a school of nearly 1,400 students.

e Build a new Oyster River High School and move the existing middle school into
the current high school.

» Explore building a new regional high school and move the existing middle school
into the existing high school. This option would require school systems willing to
work together.

HHE
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Oyster River Elementary School Students
Participate in Science Fridays

UNH student and member of the Lunacats William Lauzon performs an egg drop using
a structure designed by fourth grade students. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)

DURHAM -- Throughout March and April, Mast Way and Moharimet elementary
schools teamed up with the University of New Hampshire to bring a variety of science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) projects to fourth grade students.

Under the guidance of the UNH Lunabotics Team (Lunacats), which works to promote
students' interest in space exploration and in robotics through outreach activities,
Oyster River created Science Fridays.

Every Friday, from March 9 to April 13, students gathered at Mast Way from 3:15-5:30
p.m. to use STEM techniques to build a boat, bridge, catapult, robots and magnets, and
complete the egg drop challenge.



‘I loved the egg drop activity because | got to see designs and how they worked," said
fourth grade student Gwen Rasmussen. "It was nice to see each group’s design and
how it reacted differently to the fall."

“The last day of Science Friday gave me a new way of thinking about devices and how
to use motors," said fourth-grade student Isaac Williams. "l have gotten new ideas for
games to design in the future. The program is a fun way to do science. It inspires kids
to be inventors!”

Science Fridays were overseen by Mast Way and Moharimet Technology Integrators
Susan Leifer and Sarah Curtin.

"Our goal with this program was to further expose students to fun and practical
applications of science, develop their curiosities and potentially pique their interests for
a lifetime of learning in STEM fields," Curtin said. "We want to thank the Lunacats for
their help and guidance throughout this process."

i



Left to right: Fourth grade students Felix Scarlat and Nathan Fitch test a catapult they
built during a Science Friday. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)
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Oyster River School District Implements
New Athletic Initiatives

DURHAM -- Oyster River School District Director of Athletics Andy Lathrop is pleased
to announce that the athletic department has begun to implement new initiatives
through the New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletic Association Life of an Athlete
Program.

The first initiative is instituting a Student Athlete Leadership Team made up of athletic
leaders from various teams and grades. This committee is meant to affect change in
their school's athletic program by empowering students to take ownership of their
athletic experience.

Since the group formed in the fall, the committee has been instrumental in bringing
school spirit to sports games by selling "Super Fan" t-shirts and modeling appropriate
fan behavior and sportsmanship at games.

The second initiative, also driven by the Life of an Athlete program, is creating a
restorative practice for athletic rules and expectations that is meant to shift the focus
when a rule is broken and improve school culture by empowering those involved in an
incident.

Often times, when there is a disciplinary situation, the focus is on punishment. When
restorative justice is integrated into a school's policy, the focus shifts from punishment
to working with the offender to repair the harm created by the violation.

"The primary goal of the restorative justice practice is not to replace the school's policy,
but to supplement it," Lathrop said. "This doesn't mean that there are no consequences



for violations or unlimited chances, but rather to have the violator take an active role in
repairing any damage that may have been caused."

Consequences are tiered by the number of violations the student athlete has committed
over the course of their athletic career. Depending on the level of the violation, this
could involve game suspensions, or a meeting with coaches, administrators and peers
to verbalize how the athlete's action affected others. This situation gives all involved
parties the chance to be heard.

"We have already had a tremendous amount of support and participation by student
athletes with these initiatives," Lathrop said. "Our department is eager to make them a
lasting part of the athletic culture here at Oyster River."

Lathrop hopes to have these initiatives outlined in the Student/Parent Athletic
Handbook this summer to make them a permanent part of the school district's athletic
policies.

For more information on the Life of an Athlete Program or restorative justice, visit the
NHIAA website by clicking here.
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Moharimet Elementary School Hosts
Pancake Breakfast with Homemade Maple
Syrup

Former Moharimet student Ella Higginson, now in sixth grade, passes out samples of
Moharimet maple syrup. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)
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Moharimet Elementary School Hosts
Pancake Breakfast with Homemade Maple

Syrup




DURHAM -- Oyster River students, faculty and community members received a special
treat last month as Moharimet Elementary School marked its 26th successful maple
sugaring season with its annual pancake breakfast.

On Saturday, April 14, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., school staff and volunteers cooked and
served hundreds of pancakes, sweetened by Moharimet-made maple syrup.

For over 2 1/2 decades, students have been tapping maple trees and collecting sap.
Teachers, parents and community volunteers then boil the sap in Moharimet's own
sugar shack. Jim Davis, a former Moharimet parent, leads the sugaring work and has
shown thousands of students how to boil syrup.

“Sugaring provides endless opportunities for our students to get outside, learn and
explore," said Holly Burt, Moharimet's event organization and enrichment activity
coordinator. "It is a really unique program that helps make Moharimet so special.”

The pancake breakfast also featured local musicians (adult groups and the Oyster
River Middle School jazz band) and dancers, who kept guests entertained as they
dined. Student artwork related to maple sugaring was on display and Davis provided
tours and explanations of the sugar shack and the evaporator to those interested.
There was even an oxen demonstration, where Tyler Allen, a resident from Lee who
works at San Wall Farm, illustrated how the animals pull sap collection buckets on
sleds.

Principal David Goldsmith would like to thank the Oyster River Sustainability Committee
and the University of New Hampshire for their support and assistance with the
breakfast.

Moharimet physical education teacher Jessica Whalen and parent volunteer Stan
Tomlinson make pancakes. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)
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Moharimet physical education teacher Jessica Whalen and parent volunteer Stan
Tomlinson make pancakes. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)




Volunteer Tim Burt prepares to load more firewood into the evaporator, which is part of
the cooking process to turn sap into maple syrup. (Courtesy Photo Oyster River)
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